
Workshop description - CREATIVE WEEKEND
Level- Beginners and Intermediate
DAY ONE: Cloth Paper and Fabric Bookcovering
Cloth Paper 

Book Covers ,Journal Pages, However you want to use it Cloth Paper paper is easy to make using 
supplies you may already have on hand. The project possibilities of this art medium are endless. 
Almost anything imaginable can be created with cloth paper:
“Cloth paper” is a very unscientific term for combining scraps of a variety papers on fabric. It cre-
ates a sturdy new material that you can sew, cut, collage and play with. My papers are mostly re-
cycled. I will describe and show you how I make mine, there are lots of ways you can do yours dif-
ferently, No rules, just enjoy and create. - You may wish to bring an apron          

Fabric Bookcovering:
Bookcloth or bookbinding cloth is a bookbinding material, that is used to create a textile style 
cover. Book cloth is usually woven cotton or a similar kind of fabric that has a paper or plastic 
backing that protects the fabric from any adhesives that may be used to glue it to the cover of the 
book or other surfaces.
You can buy commercial bookcloth in a huge variety of different colours, patterns, and textile types. 
But no matter the pattern or fabric the bookcloth will always have protective backing in the form of 
a paper or a plastic backing.
The protective backing makes it possible to glue the fabric to almost any surface without damaging 
or altering the fabric on the other side in any way.
You can use regular bookbinding glue to glue bookcloth, so you don´t need to get any extra glue, 
which is very convenient.
If the book cloth is of high quality then you could even dye it or you can paint the fabric with some 
fabric paint if you want to personalise it further. There really is a lot, that you can do with bookcloth 
and it isn´t all that expensive either.
When you are picking your fabric then make sure that the fabric is not synthetic. The best kind of 
fabric and the one I personally recommend is 100% cotton.
So if you want a more in-depth guide on how to create a bookcloth this is the workshop for you.

https://craftknights.com/does-acrylic-paint-work-on-fabric/


DAY TWO:

SECRET BELGIAN AND BUTTONHOLE BINDING

Buttonhole binding:

In this bookbinding class we will be making a beautiful handmade journal using the buttonhole-
stitch technique – a non-adhesive style binding.
It’s a delightful binding style (no glue!) and the book we’ll make is wonderful for journaling, sketch-
ing, doodling, drawing, or to use as a photo album or keepsake book. With the little window on the 
spine, it might be fun to alternate the colours of your pages. It also makes for a great gift anytime 
of the year!

Secret Belgian Binding:

This is a method of bookbinding that uses a primary and a secondary 
sewing, resulting in a distinct thread pattern on the cover and spine of the finished book. The 
primary sewing is used to create the textblock. The secondary sewing is used to bind the 
textblock to the cover boards 
The secret is in the weave of the cover and in attaching the text block. It is not difficult to do, 
but requires patience in getting the threads taut so that the book does not wobble. 
The book cover is made using three separate pieces: front cover, back cover, and spine piece. 
The covers are attached by sewing through holes on the cover boards and passing over and un-
der the spine piece. The previously sewn textblock is attached when the threads that pass under 
the spine piece also pass through the stitches on the spine of the textblock. The spine piece is 
held in place only by these threads passing over and under it. It creates a distinct thread pattern 
on the cover and it is a very sturdy binding that allows the book to open completely flat. 

The basic materials will be provided, however you will make your own paper on day one to cover 
the book on day 2. 
This workshop will be suitable for beginners. 




