
QUEENSLAND BOOKBINDERS' GUILD INC.
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Postal Address: P.O. Box 73, Annerley, Qld 4103
Web Site: www.qbg.org.au

Guild Aim: To promote, foster and practise the arts of bookbinding, graphic and kindred arts

PROGRAMME

Unless indicated otherwise, meetings are held at the
Parents' Room, Junction Park State School, Gowrie
Street, Annerley, at 7.30 pm on the third Wednesday of
each month except January. The room will be available
from 7.00 pm for members to buy supplies and to use
the library.

April 16th, 2003 - State Library Visit

Our April meeting will consist of a visit to the Bindery
and Preservation Services facilities at the State Library
of Queensland. Come and see how the professionals do
it.

As the Library closes at Spm, this will be an early
evening meeting. Assemble in the foyer of the Library
building at 6pm from where we will be escorted to the
bindery.

May 21st, 2003 - Leather Case Bindings

The AGM (see below) will be followed by a
demonstration by Kevin Everson of techniques used by
trade binders in the making of leather case bindings.
Kevin will also demonstrate the paring of leather.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This year's AGM will be held at 7.30pm on 2lst May
and an agenda and nomination form are included with
this newsletter. Members are urged to make every effort
to attend this important meeting which will be followed
by our regular programme.

The usual opportunities to buy materials and to borrow
books from the library will be available on the night.

Please note that the Guild's constitution states that
members who have not paid their annual subscription
are not able to vote at the AGM.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

The new financial year commenced on March lst and
subscriptions are now due. A renewal form is included
in this newsletter. Please return it with your payment as

soon as possible to QBG Inc., PO Box 73, Arurerley,

Qld 4103.
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INTRODUCTORY BOOKBINDING COURSE

The second introductory course for 2003 rvill be held cn
April l2l13th at 110 Andrew Avenue, Tarragindi. If yorr

feel you need a 'refresher' course, this is your chance.

For more details and an application form contact our
Course Convenor, Adrian Day, on 07 3870 1517 or see

the web site at www.qbg.org.au.

LIBRARY BINDING WORKSHOP

June McNicol will be giving a one-day workshop on thc
Library Binding style on March 29th.

This style of binding is not a case binding but is a very
strong sfyle suitable for much used or heavy books such
as dictionaries and other reference books. It involves th'
use of split boards, reinforced endpapers and hrt-.,;

spines. It is a good introduction to binding in leather as

tube spines are often used in traditional binding.

Members rvishing to attend should bring along ;r

suitable book with cover and spine linings removed and

all paper repairs completed. The cost or rrr. *o11slro1,r
will be $60. For more information or to book yorn

place, contact June McNicol on 07 3848 3774.

LIBRARY CATALOGUE

Geoff Wieland has recently completed a computerizc,I
version of the Guild's library catalogue. A copy ol' th.,:

catalogue will soon be added to the Guild's web sit,, ,ri
www.qbg.org.au.

Gold and Silver Leaf - Roll Gold
F/adess Genuine Gold Foils

Hot Die Stamping Foils
Edge-Gilding

M. Swift and Sons, lnc.
Gold Leaf Manufacturer Since 1887

10 Love Lane, Hartford, CT 06112, USA

www.mswiftandsons.com

Phone: 860-522-1181
Fax: 860-249-5934
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MONTHLY OPEN WORKSHOP

A reminder that June McNicol holds an open workshop
on the first Safurday of each month when members are
welcome to work on their own books under supervision.

The Guild's equipment such as the guillotine, the
blocking press and various tools will also be available
for members to use.

Workshops are free and run fiom 9am to lunch. Please
let June know, at the latest the day before, on (07) 3848
3774, if you are coming.

EMAIL ADDRESSES

Do you have an email address? Does the Guild know
what it is? If you have an email address and don't
receive regular emails from the Guild, the chances are
we don't know about it.

Email is a time and cost efficient way to keep in touch
with what's happening so, if you think we don't have
your address, please let us know what it is. The easiest
way to do this is to send an email to me the next time
you're online.

Ken Dallaston (president@qbg.org.au)

MATERIALS FOR SALE

Enclosed in this issue is an updated price list of
materials available from the Guild. If you are unable to
attend meetings, please contact the Guild's purchasing
officer, Kevin Cooper, for information and mail orders.
Kevin's number is 07 3844 1745.

EXTRA MATERIALS

The Guild has recently acquired some of the stock
belonging to 'Chips' Strange, an English craft
bookbinder who was a member of the Guild for many
years and died 14 years ago.

The stock, which is kept at the Hon. Secretary's home,
110 Andrew Avenue, Tarragindi, consists of a large
collection of marbled paper, an assortment of papers
suitable for repairs and restoration, glassine paper (for
photo albums), cartridge paper, MG litho paper and both
small and large boards of various weights not stocked
by the Guild.

If you want something special for a particular job, it
may just be there so ring June McNicol on 07 3848
3774.

ART ESSENTIALS

This popular art shop, situated on the ground floor of
the College of Art, 226 Grey Street, has changed hands.
It has been bought by Oxlades and the new manager is
Tiami, phone 3846 0611.

The shop still stocks the invaluable Kozo repair paper
ard L2 tissue along with other items of interest to
bookbinders.

JOHN MITCHELL

Members who recall the 1991 visit of John Mitchell,
past president of the Society of Bookbinders, will be
concerned to leam that he has not been well. He
suffered a number of strokes last year and was still in
hospital when his wife Gwen wrote to us in December.
She rvas hoping that he would be home for Christmas
and, at that stage, although still unable to walk, he was
making good progress.

CHRISTNTAS PARTY,2002

The Guild's annual Christmas party is traditionally one
of our best attended meetings but at last year's party,
held on 1Sth December, the turnout exceeded even the
most optimistic expectations.

This was a special occasion as it came at the end of the
Guild's 25th anniversary year and organisers of the
event made certain that it was celebrated in style.

June McNicol and Fay Dean, founding members of the
Guild, were each presented with a bouquet of flowers to
thank them for their hard work and dedication over the
past quarter century.

Our thanks go to Kerry and Anne Dickson for preparing
the sumptuous refreshments, to Margaret Mowberry for
organising the prizes and to Fay for once again master-
minding the trivia quiz.

Ken Dallaston

FEBRUARY MEETING

The first meeting of the year was held on a very wet
evening that probably made some members think twice
before venfuring out. Two members brought a book on
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which they had used the marbled paper we gave away at
the December meeting.

In addition, Owen Stephens, a new country member,
sent in two very nice books he had made recently and
June McNicol showed a paper inlay she had done on
marbled paper boards.

Several new members from the recent introductory
course came to buy materials, borrow books and meet
other members. They proudly showed their first case

bindings.

June McNicol

ALUMNI BOOKFAIR

Brisbane seems to enjoy a massive weekend book sale
almost every month and most keen collectors will know
the University of Queensland Alumni Bierurial Bookfair
as one ofthe best.

It will take place this year in the new UQ centre near the
swimming pool. The rare book auction will be held in
the Playhouse, Women's College at 6.30pm ot 24th
April and the fair itself will start on Anzac day (12 -
6pm) and will continue to the following Tuesday (l lam
- 6pm).

THE INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
OF THE BOOK ARTS

An annual intemational celebration of the arts and crafts
associated with the manufacture, design and publication
of fine books is to be held in the mystical Arthurian land
of Cornwall, UK, commencing on Saturday 12th May to
Sunday 20th May 2004.

The main site will be in Penzance and there will be
complementary events in the Penwith Disfrict and
around Cornwall.

Organisers are planning numerous events such as

seminars, exhibitions, competitions, trade stands and
demonstrations. The festival will host a major
international competition with individual prizes being
awarded in the categories of modern bookbinding,
contemporary calligraphy, private press and Celtic art.
Prize money of f5000 per category will be on offer. It is
also intended to hold a children's book art competition.

There will be a strong emphasis on the educational
value (academic, cuhure and heritage) of the festival.
Visitors will learn the history of alphabet, letterforms
and the written word, how paper is made, how printing
began and the place of paper and books in the modern
era of computers and technology.

For more information see the news pages of the Guild's
web site at www.qbg.org.au,/news.htm or email Daniel
H. Nanavati at nanav ati@softhome.net

CALLIGRAPHY

Olive Bull, one of our longtime members and a noted
calligrapher, has moved, with her husband Frank, to
Launceston, Tasmania.

She will be much missed by many Queenslanders who
relied on her skills and artistry. Not least among these

will be her students at the McGregor Summer School
held each year at the University of Southern Queensland
in Toowoomba where Olive has conducted popular
workshops for many years.

Following this year's suruner school, her students
decided to form a group to be known as the Brisbane
Calligraphy Club. As it is so new there are few details
available at this time but we hope to publish more in the
May newsletter.

Forhrnately, Olive will not be lost to us permanently as

she intends to retum for the 2004 Summer School 'if
she is asked.'

June McNicol

J. HEWIT & SONS LTD

David Lanning of J.Hewit & Sons tells us that they will
be shutting down their London operation at the end of
March and that all of their production, warehousing and
despatch functions will be consolidated within one
location - their factory and head-office premises in
Edinburgh.

For more information see the news pages of the Guild's
rveb site at www.qbg.org. au/nervs.htrn.

A distributor for J. Hewit's products, based in Sydney,
has offered Guild members a discount of 5%. The
distributor, Samuel E. D'Antonio, can be contacted by
phone on 02 9693 2226 or by email at
eddiedantonio@hotrnail.com. A catalogue is available.

!m J Hewit & Sons Ltd
ryffi TANNERSANDLEATHER DRESSERS
..J'..iii:f-.,.

And Suppliers of Equipment Tools, Materials and
Sundries for all Craft Bookbinding requiranents.

1!i:. 
- . naia.:_ ._,--..,..

The On+Slop Stnp for Bookblndeq'is available online at:
i

. '.: ,::,,:;4ia:t:.:i:"., ,liiia .,...,,....,,::t:, 
i,- www.hewit.com li

Kinauld Laathor Wo*s
Cunie

Edinburgh
EH14 5RS

Telephore t44 (0) 131 {49?2C6
ro +a+'ior iir.lsr 6091,r .,

. o li-' ' \-/ '- ; ---'
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NEW MEMBERS

* Lars Andersson
l0 Girraween Dr., Nambour, Q4560
(01) s44t 667s

* Heather Harrison
20 Senor Ave., Urangan, Q4655
(07) 4t2s ts90

* MaryAnne Hiscutt
268 Park Ridge Rd, Park Ridge, Q4115
(07) 3803 r917

* Jane Low
PO Box 617, Labrador, Q4215
0438 255 385

.f. Thomas Maule
14 Boskenne St., Rochedale,Q4l23
(07) 3341 s477

*

Lia Rowbottom
23 John Staines Cr., Raymonds Hill, Q4305
(07) 3201 4t2t

Anthea Russell
104 Carinya St.,Indooroopilly, Q4068
(07) 3378 40s I

Ron Tavinor
35 Castle Hill Dr., Mum,rmba Downs, Q4503
(07) 3886 2so2

Cliff and Phyllis Thomas
62 Amega St., Mt Gravatt, Q4122
(07) 3343 s2t2

QUEENSLAND BOOKBINDERS' GUILD INC.

ADDRESS: P.O. Box 73, Annerley, Queensland 4103

WEB SITE: www.qbg.org.au EMAIL:qbg@qbg.org.au

FINANCIAL YEAR: Ends 28th February SUBS: Single $25.00, Family $30.00, Country $20.00

MEETINGS: 7.30pm, the 3rd Wednesday of each month except January (unless specified otherwise) at
the Parents'Room, Junction Park State School, Gowrie Street, Annerley, Qld 4103

PRESIDENT: Ken Dallaston 3205 4709 SECRETARY: June McNicol 38483774

VICE-PRESIDENT: Kevin Everson 3355 6477 TREASURER: Margaret Mowberry 3423 8350

CLASSES: Adrian Day 3870 1517 PURCHASING: Kevin Coopet 38441745

NEWSLETTER: Ken Dallaston 3205 4709 EQUIPMENT: June McNicol 3848 3774

LIBRARIAN: Judy James 3398 6439 HOSPITALITY: Kerry & Anne Dickson 3849 5084

MEMBERSHIP: GeoffWieland3393 1583

COMMITTEE: Kevin Cooper, Adrian Day, Fay Dean, Judy James, lan Parker, Geoff Wieland

MATERIALS: Available on meeting nights between 7.00 and 7.30 pm. Address mail orders to Kevin
Cooper, 51 Mearns Street, Fairfield Qld 4103.

EQUIPMENT: Some tools and equipment can be borrowed for use at home, at no charge. Contact June
McNicol before meetings to arrange pick up or return.

LIBRARY: Books can be borrowed at no charge.
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QUEENSLAND BOOKBINDERS' GUILD INC.
NEWSLETTER

Postal Address: P.O. Box 73, Annerley, QId 4103
Web Site: rwvrv.qbg.org.au

Guild Aitn; To prontote,foster and practise the arts of bookbinding, graphic and kindred arts

PROGRAN{}IE

Unless indicated othenvise, meetings are held at the
Parents'Room, Junction Park State School, Gorvrie
Street, Annerley, at 7.30 pm on the third Wednesday of
each month except January. The room rvill be available
from 7.00 pm for members to buy supplies and to use

the library.

June 1Sth, 2003 - Single Section Bindings

Single section bindings are an easy to execute and
useful way of making thin, hard cover books. June
McNicol rvill demonstrate the techniques involved.

Jull' I6th,2003 - Bookbinding Brains Trust

Are there some aspects of binding that you'd like
explained in more detail or are you hal'ing a problem
rvith a particular project'? At the July meeting, a panel of
our more experienced members rvill be happy to answer
your questions or advise on best techniques. Bring along
any books you are rvorking on orjust ask questions.

August 20th, 2003 - Label Nlaking

Labels are a traditional rvay of adding
to book spines and covers. At the
Kevin Everson w'ill demonstrate label
tuse of a blockin-u press.

Vol.7. No.6
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NIONTHLY OPEN WORKSHOP

A reminder that June McNicol holds an open u'orkshop
on the first Saturday of each month when members are
u,elcome to work on their orvn books under supen'ision.

The Guild's equipment such as the guillotine, the

blocking press and various tools rvill also be available
for members to use.

Workshops are free and run from 9am to lunch. Please

let June knorv, at the latest the day before, on (07) 3848
3774. if you are coming.

LIBRARY BINDING WORKSHOP

For those rvho rvere unable to attend the Library
Binding Workshop in lvlarch, or any other members
keen to leam this style of binding, a second rvorkshop is

to be held on Sanrrday June 7th from 9am to 5pn.r.

If you are interested. please let June knorv on (07) 3848
3714 as soon as possible and she rvill tell you *'hat you
need to bring.

NIOROCCO BOUND

For some years ollr quarterly newsletters have been
accompanied by an issue of the NSW Guild's .1ournal
fulorocco Bound. Unforrunately, due in part to a lack of
suitable articles, the NSW Guild has deciddd not to
publish a May issue of the journal and w'e are'"vaiting to
hear fronr the editor tl'rcir futrrre plans for this rvell
regarded publication. Hopefi.rlly, more ne\\'s u ill be

available in our next newslefter.

Gold and Silver Leaf - Roll Gold
F/adess Genuine Gold Foils

Hot Die Stamping Foils
Edge-Gilding

M. Swift and Sons, lnc.
Gold Leaf Manufacturer Since '1887

10 Love Lane, Hartford, CT 06112, USA

www. m swifta n dso n s.co m

Phone: 860-522-1 1B'l
Fax: 860-249-5934

titles. ar.rthors etc,
Atrgnst meeting.
making rvith the

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

If you have a 'mysterious' red spot on your neu,sletter
this indicates that you have not yet paid your
subscription fees for the current year. Fees w'ere due on
I st lvlarch.

Members rvhose fees remain unpaid rvill be deemed
'unfinancial' and will no longer receive membership
benehts such as the ne*'sletter, access to the library and
purchasing materials.

A subscription form is enclosed in case you mislaid the
one included in the March issue.

The comminee thanks all those tvho paid their fees
promptly. It is very much appreciated.
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LIBRARY CATALOGUE NOW ONLINE

As foreshadorved in the Nlarch new'slener, the
computerized version of the Guild's library catalogue
has been added to the Guild's rveb site. To vierv the

catalogue go to rvww.qbg.org.au/library.

HAND BINDERY EQUIP}IENT FOR SALE

Don Lyell has informed us that he is closing his binding
business at ivlanly and is selling his equipment and
stock of materials. He is hoping to sell it as a going
concern. The sale includes, porver guillotine, rounder
and backer, large Marshall gold blocker, rvith plenty of
rype, decorative tools and pallets, plenty of gold foil,
and assorted blocks. and full A,4 border blocks. rounder
and backer, board cutter, lar-se nipping press, lying
press, paring machine, hand tools, pressing boards,
*'ork bench and table, large storage shelf. material rack
with plenry of materials, and much more.

Don say's he may consider selling indii'idual items if he
cannot find a buyer for 'the lot'. For more information
and prices contact Don directly on (07) 3893 2599.

J Hewit & Sons Ltd
TANNERS AND LEATHER DRESSERS

,ii+tf.*I*t..

And Suppliers of Equipment, Tools, Materials and
Sundries for all Craft Bookbinding requirements,

The 'OneSlop Shop for Bookbrnders'is available online at.

www.hewit.com

Our online catalogue and 'Shopping Cart' is packed full of
information on the rcmplete range of products v,'e

manufacture and sell.

There are in excess of 600 images, allowing you to view
high quality and fast downloading pictures of our full range

of leather, cloth, paper, equipment and tools

lf you have any queries, please e-mail us at.

sales@hewit.com

Kinauld Leather Works
Cunie

Edinburgh
Elr 1.1 5RS

Telephon€ +44 (0) 131 49 22CE

Fu +44 (0) 131 451 5081

LATEST ADDITIO){ TO THE LIBR{RY

The Library has recently received a copy of The

Anthony Dowd Collections of fulodenr Bindings
published by the John Rylands Universiry Library of
Manchester.

Anthony Dorvd is an English retired solicitor rvho

started collecting beautiful books in 1965 and soon
started to specialise in modern hand bound books, many

of which he commissioned himself from leading British
designer binders.

El'enrually he amassed over 100 outstanding books
rvhich illustrate every facet of British bookbinding. He

says that he came to realise how ferv opportunities there
are for members of the public to see modern fine
designer bindings. (Many collectors just buy them for
their own delectation, and ferv people ever see them
again).

Recently, the John Rylands Library in .v'lanchester
mounted an exhibition of designer books to coincide
rvith the Society of Bookbinders' Conference. for which
he provided 63 of the 80 books. As he thought they
looked much better u'hen professionally displayed, he

offered a collection to the Rylands library on long loan
so that they could be seen by anyone.

This catalogue contains 100 books, representing 52

leading binders from his collection ri,hich can be seen

by visitors to Nlanchester. The list of contents is a list of
nearly all the contemporary leading UK bookbinders,
present and recently past - James Brockman. Douglas
Cockerell, Paul Delrue, Elizabeth Greenhill, Angela
James, Arthur Johnson, Edgar NIansfield. Wiiliam
IVlatthervs, Bernard Middleton, Ivor Robinson, Philip
Smith and Sally Lou Smith are names that are familiar
to anyone rvho has studied the present scene.

The catalogue is beautifully produced in full colour on
art paper and, for a paperback, is a pleasure to handle. In
most cases, the left hand pa_qe has a short biography of
the binder. a photograph of, usually. the front cover of
the book and its binding description. The right hand
page shou's a larger than life ponion of part of the

cover, iliusrrating the tooling, onlay's, leather -qrain and

special effects in so much detail that one could make an

attempt at copying them.

There is usually also a good description of the

endpapers, headbands and container box, but. alas, no
illusfrations. Books are notoriously hard to photo-qraph

rvithout going into several pages for each one, so rve

must be content u,ith rvhat rl e have.

Statements by the binders themselves reveal their
motivations and provide insights into the relationship
betw'een maker and owner. This is a very useful exercise
for budding binders.

One must be gratelul for the generosily of Anthony
Dorvd in giving the larger public an opporruniry to see a

unique collection and for assisting in producing a

catalogue u,hich could act as an inspiration to many
binders.

June McNicol

VISIT TO THE SLQ BINDERY

It u,as gratifying to find nineteen guild members at the

State Library of Queensland at 6pm on lTth April ready
to be taken to the normally inaccessible bindery by
Lydia Eugennike, Head of Presen,ation Ser','ices.

In the absence of bindery staff, Lydia confidently took
the group around and shorved them the cleat server,
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Queensland Bookbinders' Guild
Financial Statement Presented at the Annual General Meeting

21st May 2003

INGOME & EXPENDITURE YEAR ENDED 28 FEB TRADING ACCOUNT YEAR ENDED 28 FEB

2003

lncome

Trading profit

Subscriptions - Metropolitan

Subscriptions - Country

Bookbinding courses

Less materials used

Workshops

Distribution from trusts

lnterest received

Anniversary dinner

Less expenses (Exhibition)

Other income

Advertising revenue

Total income

Expenses

Advertising and promoUon

Audit fees

Bank fees and charges

Christrnas expenses

Depreciation

Donations

Entertainment

Fees & charges

Rent on land & buildings

Insurance

lnternet site

Lecturers'fees

Library

Membership

Materials and supplies

Materials used in classes

Morocco Bound

Newsletter photocopying

Parking

Postage

P.O. Box rent

Printing & stationery

Sundry expenses

Telephone

Total expenses

Profit (loss)

2003

529.54

1,740.00

780.00

4,305.00

(248.25)

60.00

344.83

245.57

44.00

(3,955.01)

176.40

1 ,1 93.25

2002

907.34

1,450.00

950.00

3,900.00

(275.50)

1,199.08

5.00

36.00

Gost of sales

Add opening stock on hand 2,169.85 1,695.53

Add purchases 2,527.08 1,854.20

Less closing stock on hand 2,539.32 2,169.85

Total cost of sales 2,157.61 1,379.88

Gross Profit from Trading 529.54 907.34

Trading income

Sales - materials

Total trading income

MEMBERS'FUNDS

Current Assets

Cash

lnventories

Other

Total Current Assets

NonCurrent Assets

Property, plant and equipment

Total Non-Current Assets

Total Assets

Net Assets

Members'Funds

Accumulated surplus

Total Members'Funds

2,687.15 2,287.22

2,687.15 2,287.22

2003

2.631.07

2,539.32

19,054.37

24,224.76

2,442.01

2,M2.01

26,666.77

26,666.77

26,666.77

26,665.77

2002

2002

1,228.02

2,169.85

25,341.69

28,739.56

2,439.01

2,439.01

3',|.,178.57

31,',178.57

31,178.57

31,178.57

5,215.33 8,171.92

2003 2002

33.16 132.00

440.00 385.00
'187.80 134.70

238.08

482.00 600.00

100.00 100.00

37.68 186.77

32.40 31.20

3'17.00 242.00

1,296.24 884.60

769.68 275.00

3,184.80 2,340.00
'14.95 ,10.00

221.00

44.30

107.90

992.05 1 ,12s.00

188.40 156.70

23,50 66.00

598.10 728.01

52.00 49.50

59.68 381.92

I 19.30 46.60

264.29 112.20

9,741.51 8,09s.10

(4,s26.18) 76.82





rvhich doesn't achrally sew but rvraps glued thread

round parts of the spine and can compiete a 50mm book
in about fwo minutes; the mechanical rounder and

backer, at which many cast enl'ious eyes; and a rvhole
bank of blocking presses, together with rype, both lead
and brass.

These were particulariy interesting to members many of
rvhom are very new, and hopefully, it will inspire them
to find out how to use the Guild's blocking press and

rype.

Having admired the neat piles of pre-cut boards, end
papers. scrim and cloth, it rvas off to the Preserl'ation
Section u,here Lydia \r'as more at home.

Shane Bell, one of her assistants. had kindly laid out in
detaii some of his projects. The first one u,as a typical
digger's single section magazine from WWI called
"Humerosities". Shane u'as carefully repairin-e the
broken folds u'ith repair paper *hich he was paintins to
match the original brori'nish paper before reseu'ing,

Another relic from the Forces, a WWII RAAF log book
rvas in a much more delicate condition so all the pages
had to be encapsulated in Mylar envelopes before being
assembled in a brass post album he had made from acid
free materials.

Going back much further was a large collection of
Rau'son memorabilia from the nineteenth cennrry. They
rvere still mounted in their original scrap books and
photo albums. many of *hich needed extensive
restoration.

Lldia told us that supplies of essential consen'ation and
presen'ation materials are becoming mnch harder to get
in Australia in fact she has to import the necessary
repair paper from Japan.

We *ere all sympathetic because the Guild is suffering
in the same rvay and our Purchasing Officer, Kevin
Cooper, finds it increasingly difficult to get suitable
boards, end papers and a rvide enou_qh range ofcoloured
cloth.

Everyone, particularll' newer members, rvas keenly
interested in *,hat she had to sho.,v and tell, and I think
u,e all came a*'ay rvith a greater appreciation of horv a

librarl' bindery', the last one in Australia, rvorks.

June NIcNicoI

GLUES AND PASTES

Some nerver members may not be quite sure under rvhat
circumstances different adhesives should be used, so the
follorving notes nlay prove useful. The nvo adhesives
available through our purchasing officer are Refyn PVA
and Kling 1066 paste.

PVA

The PVA or polyvinyl acetate -elue comes in an aqueous
dispersion. It forms a very strons join and dries rapidly.
This glue does not have any 'slip', that is, once the hvo
surfaces are brought in contact. they cannot slide. The
speed of drying and lack of slip can be embarrassing if
you have a large area to glue, but the ansu'er is not to

add more water to slorv dorvn the drying time as this

decreases the tackiness and may make the cloth or paper

stretch too much. Instead, mix it with some 1066 paste

to increase the drying time and make it a bit more
slippery.

PVA glue is very good for gluing up spines as it
remains flexible. Trade binders apply it in a thick layer
from a hot melt, so that it dries in seconds as it cools,
but it is difficult to remove as it is non-reversible - that
is. once it has dried. it cannot be removed bv the

addition of rvater.

Hot melt glue can be removed by melting it rvith the tip
of a domestic iron and picking it off rvhilst soft.
(problem - horv do you then -set if ofl the iron?). If you
try this method, make quite sure the book is not sewn
rvith n1'lon thread, or you rvill melt that as rvell (u'rinen
from bitter experience).

PVA is not recommended for use on spines of valuable
old books because of the difficulry of subsequent
removal, nor for gluing dorvn endpapers. It is instant
death if you get them in the rvron_s position.

The glue is excellent for laminating boards and smail
details where you knorv you cannot make a mistake or
can try to rectify it before the glue sets.

It is not recommended for leather, except for gluing on
labels, as it does not penetrate the surface to make the
leather flexible. One _qreat advantage is that it is not
attractive to insects.
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1066 paste

This is a starch paste (dexrrin) which is water soluble
and reversible. It is not as tacky as PVA, so is more
slippery. It is excellent for pasting down endpapers and
making repairs with Japanese papers and tissues,
particularly on old books w'here ali the repairs must be
reversible. It is also good for pasting leather for
covering raised bands and moulding head caps as the
rvater in the paste penetrates the leather. In leather
binding, the leather must be kept very moist and soft for
up to an hour whilst the various stretching and moulding
operations are carried out, and the paste does not
become really adhesive until it is dry.

The commercial grades of starch paste contain a

preserv'ative and insect repellent, though it is not knorvn
for horv long these chemicals are effective. Horvever,
for fine u'ork, good binders still use home-made flour
paste. or Silver Starch paste rvhich is quite pure, and
then have to ensure that the books are not subject to
attack by insects or mould.

In the next nervslefter I rvill have information about
traditional hot animal glue and explain rvhat -qlues are
made of and rvhy they are sticky.

June McNicol

NEW NTE}IBERS

.1. Irma Asher
12 Namrng St Nliddle Park Qld 407-l
(07) 3279 1887

.l Rickelle Braniff
PO Box 815 Burleigh Heads Qld 4220
(07) 5_592 190s

Ross Deegan
6 Naples St Wishart QId 4122
(07) 384e s13r

Gordon Graham
I I The Boulevard Redland Bay Qld 4165
(07) 3206 8923

Dorothy Gray
25 Ottarva St Westlake Qld 4074
(07) 3279 0438

Nlargaret Jenyns
69 Ironbark Rd Chapel Hill QId 4069
(07) 3378 855r

Peter Johnson and Family
PO Box 74 Cooroy Qld 4563
(07) s442 6426

John R. Jutila
PO Box 1 Beerbum:m Qld 4517
(07) s496 0074

Sorcha Morrison
97 Bolton St Eight Mile Plains Qld 4113
04 I 9966700

Andreu'Prince
5l17l-113 Waiora Rd Heidelberg Hgts Vic 3081
(03) 9157 1826

Tricia Smout
78 Graceville Ave Graceville Qld 4075
(07) 3_179 1406

QUEENSLAND BOOKBINDERS' GUILD INC.

ADDRESS: P.O. Box 73, Annerley, Queensland 4103

WEB SITE: www.qbg.org.au EMAIL: qbg@qbg.org.au

FINANCIAL YEAR: Ends 28th February SUBS: Single 525.00, Family $30.00, Country $20.00

MEETINGS: 7.30pm, the 3rd Wednesday of each month except January (unless specified otherwise) at
the Parents' Room, Junction Park State School, Gowrie Street, Annerley, Qld 4103

PRESIDENT: Ken Dallaston 3205 4709 SECRETARY: June McNicol 3848 3774

VICE-PRESIDENT: Kevin Everson 3355 6477 TREASURER: Margaret Mowberry 3423 8350

CLASSES: Adrian Day 3870 1517 PURCHASING: Kevin Cooper 3844 1745

NEWSLETTER: Ken Dallaston 3205 4709 EQUIPMENT: June McNicol 38483774

LIBRARIAN; Judy James 3398 6439 HOSPITALITY: Kerry & Anne Dickson 3849 5084

MEMBERSHIP: Geoff Wieland 3893 1583

COMIvIITTEE: Kevin Cooper, Adrian Day, Fay Dean, Judy James, lan Parker, Geoff Wieland

MATERIALS: Available on meeting nights between 7.00 and 7.30 pm. Address mail orders to Kevin
Cooper, 51 Mearns Street, Fairfield Qld 4103.

EQUIPMENT: Some tools and equipment can be borrowed for use at home, at no charge. Contact June
McNicol before meetings to arrange pick up or return.

LIBRARY: Books can be borrowed at no charge.
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QUEEI\SLAI\D BOOKBINDERS' GUILD II\C.
NEWSLETTER

Postal Address: P.O. Box 73, Annerley, Qld 4103
Web Site: www.qbg.org.au

Guild Aim: To promote, foster and practise the arts of bookbinding, graphic and kindred arts

PROGRAMME

Unless indicated othenvise, meetings are held at the

Parents' Room, Junction Park State School, Gowrie
Street, Annerley, at 7.30 pm on the third Wednesday of
each month except January. The room will be available
from 7.00 pm for members to buy supplies and to use

the library.

September 17th, 2003 - Video, 'How Maureen Duke
binds a book in leather'. Maureen is a leading English
bookbinder and teacher and this video was taken on her
last visit to Brisbane in July 1998 when she fully bound
a book in calf. It will give members an idea of what is
involved in leather binding.

October 15th, 2003 - Vi Wilson, 'Bold and colourful
paste papers for bookbinders'. Vi, a QBG rnember, is a

professional paper marbler and wili demonskate how to
make bold and arresting papers for endpapers and
covers from easily available materials. There will be
lots of opportunity for audience participation.

November 19th, 2003 - June McNicol will demonstrate
two different ways of overcasting sheets onto tapes,
which is usually the best way of dealing with single
sheets.

December 17th, 2003 - The famous QBG Christnas
parfy. Further details in the next Newsletter.

MONTHLY OPEN WORKSHOP

A reminder that June McNicol holds an open workshop
on the fust Saturday of each month when members are
welcome to work on their own books under supervision.

The Guild's equipment such as the guillotine, the
blocking press and various tools will also be available
for members to use.

Workshops are free and run from 9am to lunch. Please
let June know, at the latest the day before, on (07) 3848
3774, if you are condng.

Vol.7. No.7
August, 2003
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INTRODUCTORY BOOKBINDII{G COURSE

We rvill be holding a course for beginners, or those who
would like to refresh their skiils, on 30/3 I August at

June McNicol's workshop in Tarragindi. For details,
contact June on 07 3848 3774 or see the QBG web site -

www.qbg.org,au"/inEocourse.htrn.

LEATHER BIN'DING COURSE

The Guild is planning to hold a two weekend course on
Ieather binding - a more iltricate proposition than case

binding. It will involve resewing a book on sunk cords,
maki:rg hand sewn headbands (optional), sewn on
endpapers, tuition in sharpeni:rg knives and paring
leather, lacing on the boards and makiag a hollow
backed half bound book in Oasis leather and marbled
paper.

Leather binding is exhemely satisfing, and the

technique is necessary for anyone who is interested in
restoration as old leather bound books should always be

restored with leather.

The class will be conducted by June McNicol at her
workshop in Tarragi:rdi, and Kevin Everson will give
tuition in knife sharpening - a most essential skill.

This course is best suited for confident case binders. If
you are interested, give June a ring (07 3848 3774) as

soon as possible so that she can decide on suitable dates.

Parlicipants will receive a list of necessary equiprnent

although the guild owns some items which can be

borrowed.

Gold and Silver Leaf - Roll Gold
Flawless Genuine Gold Foils

Hot Die Stamping Foils
Edge-Gilding

M. Swift and Sons, lnc.
Gold Leaf Manufacturer Since 1887

10 Love Lane, Hartford, CT 06112, USA

www.mswiftandsons.com

Phone: 860-522-1181
Fax: 860-249-5934
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NEW LIT'E MEMBER

Congrahrlations to Kevin Cooper who was awarded Life
Membership of the Guild by a unanimous vote of
members present at the May meetirlg.

As the Guild's Purchasing Officer, Kevin has supplied
members with whatever they needed to bind and repair
thet books. As wholesalers become more and more
difficult to access, he has searched far and wide for
suitable supplies. This is a job that requires a lot of
worig from transferring glue and paste between drums
and 250cc plastic containers, and checking the lengths
of all material supplied to attending every meeting
where he has to be fust to open up the room and the last
to close it.

Kevin has held the important position of Purchasing
Officer for many years and the honour is well deserved.

HISTORY OF THE GUTLD

As many of you will know, June McNicol has been
busy for some time writing a history of the Guild's 25
year existence. June reports that the writing stage is
nearing completion and we must soon make a decision
on the format in which it will be published. There are a

number of optious and rve would like to hear from
members regarding their preferences.

The cost ofpublishing, and hence the cost ofpurchase,
will depend on the number and format of copies
required so please take a moment to let us know what
you think.

We are looking for answers to these questions:

1, Would you buy a bound copy of the history?

2. Would you buy a printed but unbound copy to bind
yourself?

3. Would you buy a copy on computer disc to either
read on your computer or to print and bind yourself?

4. Any other comments or ideas?

It is important that we get a good idea of the interest of
members in this publicatiou. Without a sEong indication
of support and the likelihood of recovering costs, it is
unlikely that the commiftee will commit the Guild's
funds.

You can mail your answers to the Guild's address or
email them to qbg@qbg.org.au. Rest assured, you will
not be committing yourself by answering these
quesfions.

Ken Dallaston

ANNUAL FEES

The costs of running the Guiid conthue to increase so it
is opportune to reconsider the level of membership fees.

The constirudon of the Guild requires that any proposal
to change fees must be passed at a general meeting of
members held prior to the financial year in which they
take effect. Consequently, this malter will be raised for
discussion at the September 17th meeting.

WOMEN'S WEEKLY NEEDLEWORK
CRAIT AND QT]ILT FAIR

16th - 19th October, 2003

For several years now the Guild has been participating
in this popular annual event which is held in the
Convention Centre from 9am to 5pm daily.

With opportunities to promote the Guild fast
disappearing, it is important that we make the most of
this occasion, and to do this we need your assistance,
All we ask is for three to four hours of your time . So, if
you catr spare halfa day, please contact Fay Dean, 3848
5651, so she can add you to the roster. Free entry is
provided to helpers.

Newer members are encoruaged to take part as they can
benefit enormously by participating, learning the ropes
from long-standing members who are on duty at all
times and, of course, there is much to see at the show ia
the way of other interesting and new crafb and hobbies.

GOOD NEWS FOR LYDIA

Members who were conducted round the State Library
of Queensland Conservation Unit in May wili be
interested to hear that Lydia Egennike has just left for a

two year fellowship at the Eastnan Institute in
Rochester, USA, where she will study more about
photo graphic conservation.

In her absence, Julia Donaldson will be in charge of the
Conservation Unit. We look forward to hearing about
the latest methods of photographic conservation when
Lydia retums.
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Sampbpage from the 'History of the Queensland Bookbinders' Guil d, rg77 to zoo2'

EVENTS

SLIDE COMMENTARY
Early in 1979 the Queensland Craft Association, which was still sponsoring craft tuition, asked the
Guild to make a slide commentary on bookbinding. As members were still full of proselytising zeal
and enthusiasm to let other people know how exciting bookbinding was, this was a very appealing
suggestion and Pat and David Laing immediately offered to take it on. Based on the one and only
Introductory Course, they thought they could sell copies to the Education Department, State
Library, etc. and make a lot of money.

As everyone thought it was a good idea, but no one wanted to do it, I offered to lend a hand as the
'bunny' whilst David took the photos.

Seeing none of us had ever been involved in this before, it was a severe leaming experience and
instead of reading books on'How to make a Slide Comntentqry',I took a short cut and went to see

Monty Morris who was the head of graphics communications at the Kelvin Grove CAE. He was
extremely helpful and showed me how to make out a filing card in advance for each slide with a
rough sketch of what it should illustrate and brief outline of the commentary. In this way I had,
before we started, a detailed 'shooting schedule'. Monty also said he would help us with taping the
commentary

We thought we could complete it in a couple of weeks, but in the event it took several months. It
had to be done at weekends, first of all in my lounge room and then under Pat's house at times
suitable to us who were all working, and I had to make sure the dress I wore was always available.
David developed the 'rushes' in between sessions, all of which, fortunately, were suitable, as we
would not have been able to go back a couple of steps without having to start a new book. I don't
think the joins showed, though there are a couple of slides where I have a band-aid on a fingerl

Eventually it was finished and we were very proud of our 65 slides, plus title. Des Cochrane, with
his experience in the Premier's publicity department roughed out a commentary which we adapted
and I typed it up and bound it into a nice book. Then, who should tape the commentary? There was
universal agteement that they didn't want my 'plummy' accents, so George, Fay's husband who is
used to public speaking was brought in as a neutral body.

With the help of the technicians at Kelvin Grove he made a very effective tape with non-obtrusive
musical background and pulsed so that the slides would change automatically when used on a
suitable machine.

How to Bind a Booktook such a long time to make that by the time it was finished, the QCA had
changed its policy and no longer wanted it, so we tried selling it to other authorities and distributors.
It was the same tale everywhere. Either they would be happy to accept a donated copy, or else it
was rather outside their usual interests, and so on.

The Guild's entry into the entrepreneurial world fell a little flat, but we have used the slide
commentary quite often ourselves, though now, 20 years on, it is distinctly dated. Videos have taken
over, and even the techniques used then with such confidence have been modified. Also the
splendid tape has disappeared, so it looks as if it will have to remain where it is now, in the QBG
archives.





Queensland Bookbinders' Guild
Financial Statement Presented at the Annual General Meeting

21st May 2003

INCOME & EXPENDITURE YEAR ENDED 28 FEB TRADING ACCOUNT YEAR ENDED 28 FEB

2003

lncome

Trading profit

Subscriptions - Metropolitan

Subscriptions - Country

Bookbinding courses

Less materials used

Workshops

Distribution from trusts

lnterest received

Anniversary dinner

Less expenses (Exhibition)

Other income

Advertising revenue

Total income

Expenses

Advertising and promotion

Audit fees

Bank fees and charges

Christrnas expenses

Depreciation

Donations

Entertainment

Fees & charges

Rent on land & buildings

lnsurance

lnternet site

Lecturers'fees

Library

Membership

Materials and supplies

Materials used in classes

Morocco Bound

Newsletter photocopying

Parking

Postage

P.O. Box rent

Printing & stationery

Sundry expenses

Telephone

Total expenses

Profit (loss)

2003

529.54

1,740.00

780.00

4,305.00

(248.2s)

60.00

344.83

245.57

44.00

(3,955.01)

176.40

1,193.25

2002

907.34

1,450.00

950.00

3,900.00

(275.50)

'r,199.08

5.00

36.00

Cost of sales

Add opening stock on hand 2,169.85 1,695.53

Add purchases 2,527.08 1,854.20

Less closing stock on hand 2,539.32 2,169.85

Total cost of sales 2,157 .61 1,379.88

Gross Profit from Trading 529.54 907.34

Trading income

Sales - materials

Total trading income

MEMBERS'FUNDS

Gurrent Assets

Cash

lnventories

Other

Total Current Assets

NonCurrent Assets

Property, plant and equipment

Total Non-Current Assets

Total Assets

Net Assets

Members'Funds

Accumulated surplus

Total Members'Funds

2,687.15 2,287 .22

2,687.15 2,287.22

2003

2.631.07

2,539,32

19,054.37

24,224.76

2,442.01

2,442.01

26,566.77

2002

2002

1,228.02

2,169.85

25,341 .69

28,739.56

2,439.01

2,439.01

31,178.57

5,215.33 8,171.92

2002

33.16 132.00

440.00 385.00

187.80 134.70

238.08

482.00 600.00
'r 00.00 100.00

37.68 186.77

32.40 31.20

3'17.00 242,00

1,296.24 884.60

769.68 275.00

3,184.80 2,340.00

14.95 10.00

221.00

44.30

107.90

992.05 1,125.00

1 88.40 156.70

23.50 66.00

598.10 728.01

52.00 49.50

59.68 381.92

1 19.30 46.60

264.29 112.20

9,741.51 8,095.10

2003

26,666.77 31,178.57

26,666.77

26,666.77

31,178.57

31,178.57

(4,s26.18) 76.82





BOOKBI}IDING BRAINS TRUST

There was a good turn-up to the July meeting, though
not everyotre had problems to put before the panel.

The ball was set rolling by Lars Anderssen who has

many problems - 30 volumes of Dickens (188a) of
which most of the spines have been well nibbled by
iasects to the point that several of the pages have been

reduced to single leaves. The original 'de luxe' bindings
had been replaced with simple cloth cases, so he was
quite happy to have to rebind them.

As the paper was thick with horizontal grain, the
volumes about 50mm thick and the nibbled edges very
rough, lumbecking was out of the question. The best
solufion to preserve the original format of the book
appeared to be to pull it dow:r, flalten the shoulders by
pressing, and overcast the pages before resewing on
tapes.

Neil Boulton produced the library binding he had
completed at a previous workshop, complaiarng that the
boards had dried slightly convex, although he had
pressed it well. June McNicol judiciously and carefully
bent them back into shape to his salisfaction, remarkiag
that usually pressiag will only flatten boards if they are

slightly damp.

Beryi Pye (in absentia) reminded members of a solution
to a common problem encountered by a friend. She has

her photographs in a 'magnetic' photo album and found
to her dismay that they were sticking to the strips of
adhesive. The answer was to put a piece of dental floss
under a comer and gently pull it at right angles to the
adhesive. Other members had tried a flat bladed knife in
the same way with some success

June McNicol showed some Funk and Wagnall's
Encyciopedias which had been badly water damaged
and the covers subsequently eaten by animals. The
water damaged and mouldy text was only siightly
cockled, so the new cases she made fitted well.

She said she had been extremeiy lucky as the spiae glue
was completely non-reversible and had held the perfect
bound pages together well. She had almost perfectly
matching grey cloth and brown Coverex for the quarter
binding and the spi:res were quite undamaged so she
was able to use them agail. She had also been able to
transfer the F&W logos from the front boards of the old
books to the new as they too were undamaged.

Judy James had an occasional problem with endpaper
wrinkles at the spi:re edge on case binding boards. The
solution to this seemed to be to glue the board edge onto
the block shoulder to hold the case ir place, paste the
endpaper down, making sure it is flat, then cautiously
open the board not more than 90o and rub down the
pastedown.

After the coffee break, Ken Dallaston showed the
audience the results of book-an workshops he had
attended, consisting of many little books of all shapes,
made purely by folding and not using any glue.

June McNicol

TIIE III]IVIBLE SCRAPBOOK AIBUM

At the October 2001 meeting, Julia Donaldson, a
professional conservator gave us a lot of useful tips on
how to mount objects in scrapbooks and albums so that
they would not be damaged and would be preserved
indefinitely. The objects she considered ranged from
newspaper clippings through photographs and greetings
cards to thin books such as old passports.

The frst consideration of course is the album itself,
which should be made of acid-free materials. Think
carefully about the types of materials you iatend to put
into an album or scrapbook and choose or construct
albums that will best support and keep stable these types
of materials. Depending upon what you want to put into
an album will determine what album you need to
purchase or coustruct. Many commercial albums claim
to be acid free, and when they are fust made, they well
may have a pH of 7, but unless they are suitably
buffered, the pages will absorb atmospheric pollution
and inevitably become acidic. Chemically stable plastic
albums, as well as buffered and non-buffered albums
are available from conservation suppliers, but they are

very functional and not as attractive as the popular
supermarket models.

If you have your photographs in a supermarket type
'magnetic' album, you should remove them before they
are perrnanently damaged. If they are already in a vice-
like grip, Julia showed how they can be taken from the
page without flrther damage by lifting oue cortrer
slightly, putring a length of dental floss under it and

slowiy working it under the photograph to the opposite
comer.

This is a tip from Lydia Egun:rike from the State

Library of Queensland.

Photographs that are left in the album will develop
brown lines on &eir backs from the acrylic adhesive
which cannot be removed, just as do objects mounted
with pressure sensitive tape. in addition to this
permanent damage, the unstable album materials
actively increase the deterioration in the photogaphic
image. Even 'archival' tape is not immune to
deterioration as the acrylic adhesive will eventually
harden and be diffrcult to remove.

The best way to mount items (i.e. paper and copy
photographs) in an album is to hinge them with strips of
japanese kozo, folded, with half pasted onto the back
with methyl cellulose, a wheat starch paste or Silver
Star starch paste. Julia pointed out that supermarket
cornllour can be either com or wheat starch. Wheat
starch is the most appropriate for this application
because corn starch does not have the correct molecular
stmcture to withstand damage during cooking rvhich
can lead to yellowing of the paste upon post-cooking
gelation stage, so you have to read the label.

Paper can be mounted similarly on a sheet of different
weight using japanese tissue, if necessary a hinge at the
bottom as well as the top. This allows both papers to
change dimensionally. This also applies to bookplates
which are otherwise often pasted to the front flyleaf.
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The best way of preserving documents is not to
laminate, but to encapsulate them in polyester, known as

Mylar, Polyweld and others. Polyester has the
advantage that it can be stuck to paper with PVA, or it
can be hinged with Kozo and PVA. If a lighter
encapsulating material is needed, as when mounting
pressed flowers or cloth badges, ordinary oven bags,
which are thin polyester can be used and glued in with
PVA. They certainly look a bit more friendly than the
stiff Mylar used in commercial encapsulation.

Julia showed us how to mount a photograph. She cut a
length of Kozo, about l2mm wide, by scoring it on each
edge with a needle and teasing out the fibrous edge. She
then pasted about i/3 onto the back ofthe photograph at
the top edge with methyl cellulose, put it between sheets
of Reemay (spun-bonded polyester)and blotting paper
and dried under pressure.

To put the photograph in the album when dry, she
pasted the rest of the hinge, put it on the page, rubbed
down under Gladbake, sandwiched the page between
Reemay and biotting paper again, and weighted until
dry.

Other very useful tips:

Photographs should be interleaved with neutral (pH7)
paper which passes the Photographic Activity Test
(PAT), as the alkali in buffered paper can cause
chemical changes/bleaching in the photographic image
binders.

When using photographs for a mixed album or
scrapbook (i.e. one containing a mixture of letters,
photos etc.) it is best to use photographic copies of the
original photograph as they will be of a consistent size

and made from the same material. Professional
photographic laboratories can produce archival
photographic copies from the origi:ral photographs.
Historical photo$aphs are manufactured from a variety
of materials and it is important to preserve the integrity
of these items using different storage methods.

Newspaper cuttings are so acidic that it is better to
mount archival photocopies of them, Test the copy with
a bit of pressure sensitive tape to see if the carbon
comes off - if it does, try another machine as all the
carbon will eventually fall off.

The best way to remove staples with minimum damage

is to open the legs, cut them off with side cutters close
to the paper, then the bar on the other side can be

removed without effort.

Wten mounting something like a greetings card, turn
the album page back to make a fold - assuming it is
made of flexible paper - then sew the fold of the card to
tire fold of the page using li:ren thread. If you are lucky,
the thickness of the double page will compensate for the
thickness of the card.

Even people who thought they knew how to stick things
ilto albums learnt quite a bit, and the rest of us were
indebted to Julia for shariag her expertise with us.

June McNicol

A \{SIT TO THE PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY
The opening of the renowned O'Donovan Collection in
the library of the Queensland State Parliament to the
general public on 17th May 2003 during library week
was a popular eYent.

Large numbers of people attended and were conducted
in groups to the old nineteenth cenhrry library where
they were able to see some of its treasures laid out on
tables for close scrutiny. These included many
Ausualian explorers' joumals, the fust issue of the
Moreton Bay Courier in 1846 and the original printed
O'Donovan catalogue, which was ia its time, uuique.

Dennis O'Donovan, who had a distinguished. European
academic background, was the Queensland
Parliamentary Librarian between 1874 and 1902, when
he acquired books, serials and maps which made the
colleclion an irreplaceable heritage asset.

\\rhile the visitors were admi.ring the books on display,
inspection of the books on the shelves was, for a

bookbinder, a more depressing experience.

There are fourteen shelves, going up to about five
metres, so 'shelf browsing' was rather difficult, and in
any case, the books could not be handled.

It appeared that the vast majority are nineteenth century
leather, mostly calf, bindings with fuIl gilt spines, in
various states of deterioration. Some just looked
'rubbed', particularly on the headcaps, some had bits of
the spine missing, and judging from the number tied up
with red tape (how appropriate for a parliamentary
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library!), many had boards detached or missing.

The State Premier, Mr Beattie, had announced in
Parliameut a week or so before, a donation of $15,000
for book repairs. This may sound generous, but if the

books are repaired properly, it would hardly cover more
than 100.

The Librarian, Mary Seefrie( said ou the day that the
donation had been so recent that she had not decided
how to use it, but that much more would have to be

raised to carry out major restoration

June McNicol

GLTIES AND PASTES - Part 2

This is part 2 of June McNicol's arlicle on glues and
pastes, Part I appeared in the May newslefter.

Hot animal glue

Restorers of valuable books prefer the use of hot animal
glue on spi:res as it is completely reversible - an

important factor in restoration. It is ordinary
woodworkers' pearl glue which has to be dissolved in
hot water in a gluepot or other form of double boiler and
used when it is quite thin. Unfomrnately, it is eagerly
eaten by insects and is very brittle when dry, so that
books can crack along the spine when opened.

James Broclrnan, a leading English bookbinder
advocates initially gluing the spine with ordiaary
domestic gelatine before using PVA. He says that the
gelatine seals the paper aud ensures that the PVA can be
removed at a later date. His argument is that animal glue
is only an impure form of gelatine which is much
cleaner and more convenient to use.

Why are glues sticky?

Have you ever wondered why glues are sticky? If so,

here are a few technical gleanings.

For a substance to be sticky it has to be liquid and the
molecules must have strongly polarised groups. This
simply means that the molecules - rvhich are like long,
limp ropes - have lots of bits sticking off them with
electric charges on the ends, and when these charges
combine with opposite charges on the solid surface, the
glue molecule sticks on.

The polar groups have to be such that the molecules also
stick to each other to form a firm, solid joint. Most glues
are dissolved or suspended in a solvent which wets the
surface and brings the molecules in contact with the
surface molecules. When the solvent evaporates, as does
the water in PVA and 1066, the glue molecules are left
behind clinging to each other and the surface.

PVA is a particularly good glue because the molecules
vary enomlously in size, from little bits of string to long
rope, as it were, and it is the small molecules which
provide the adhesion to the surface, and the large ones
which stick to each other to fonn the film.

Of course, there are all sorts of modifying agents to give
better tackiness, viscosity, plasticity and stiffriess so that
glues can be tailored for specific requirements.

What are glues made oI?

PVA is made from acetic acid, as in vinegar, and

ethylene and when mixed with other polymers will stick
to metal and wood as well as paper and cloth.

The 1066 paste (dextrin) is made from starch from
wheat or potatoes by the action of acid. It forms a

gelatinous solution with water. This makes it suitable
for sizing paper and il the manufacture of gummed
tape, envelopes and boxes,

Animal glue is obtained from bones and skins of
animals and consists of protein collagen, which again is
a long molecule with lots of polar groups. It is only
soluble in water aud swells up to form a jelly. In dry
conditions it is quite brittie, so for bookbindi:rg it is
frequently mixed with glycerine to make it more
flexible, otherwise the glue could flake off the spine

when the book is opened. With time the glycerine
gradually disappears and the glue becomes brittle and

chips off. This is a very common occurrence in old
books as is well known.

Selecting the right glue or paste for the job is very
important. One must consider the strength required, the
'slip' and drying time in picking the best glue or paste to
achieve the ideal result.

June McNicol

AI\NUAL GENERAL MEETING

A new commiltee and office bearers were elected at the

AGM held on May 21st. While most of the committee
1sa13ins the same as in recent years, we welcome trvo
new members, Shelley Cathcart and Neil Boulton. Full
details are shown on the panel below.

President's Report 2002 12003

The past year has been a special and busy one for the

Guild being our 25th anniversary and a number of
special events were organised to celebrate the occasion.

Fust and foremost of these events was the month-long
exhibition, Queensland Bound, held last May at the
State Library in conjunction with the SLQ's centenary
celebrations. The exlibition showed bindings created by
Guild members over the past quarter-century. The books
on display covered a wide variery of styles and the skill
levels demonstrated were of the highest order. A senior
member of the Library staff told me it was the most
impressive exhibition she had seen at the SLQ. My
thanks go to the small band of members who organised,
publicised and created the exhibition and to past and
present member who tusted us with their precious
books.

A highlight was the party held at the SLQ on Saturday,
l1th May, at which many of us spent a very pleasant
afternoon viewing the display and catchiag up with past

members.

Although the October anniversary dinaer had to be

cancelled due to a lack of numbers, we did end the year
on a celebratory note at the Guild's Christrnas parry. As
well as Fay's popular trivia quiz the occasion was
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marked by a special presentation to our long-sewing
founding members Fay Dean and June McNicol and by
the excellent refreshments. My thanls go to all
concenred.

During the year we held ning rn6athly meetings rather
than the usual eleven as the May meeting was replaced
by the exhibition parfy and the October meeting was to
have been the an:riversary dinner. The nine meetings
took the form of five demonstatious (three by June
McNicol and one each by Fay Dean and myself), a visit
to the bindery at the State Library, a guest speaker, a

show-and-tell evening and the Christrnas pa4y. I was
pleased to see that attendance at msgtings has
maintained the higher leveis we achieved last year and
thank members for making the effort to attend.

Demonstrations covered a wide variety of bookbinding
techniques and related matters. These included spiae
replacement, slipcase makhg, commercial book design
and production, sewing on cords, three piece bindings
and book cover decorarion. On behalf of the committee,
I would like to thank those who put in the time and
effort necessary to provide such interesting and
informative talks.

The Guild's objective of promoting bookbinding skills
by delivering taining in basic bookbinding was once
again met by a number of well-attended courses given
by June McNicol and we should all be very grateful to
June for continuing to give these valuable courses.

Membership numbers fell slightly compared to last year
and we need to make every effort to maintain
membership levels as this is the best way to ensure the
future of the Guild.

Our Purchasing Officer, Kevin Cooper continues to
provide an invaluable service to members as he has
done over the past ten or so years. In recognili6l ofthis,
members have accepted the recornrneudation of the
committee and awarded Kevin life membership.

Once again, the Guild's library has proven to be a
valuable resource for members. It has been further
enhanced this year and our thanks go to Judy fames for
her custodianship.

Access to the Guild's web site has been improved by
regisEation of the Guild's own domain name,
www.qbg.org.au so that it now has its ow:r place on the
net. This has also allowed us to allocate email addresses
for individual committee posts such as
president@qbg.org.au. Content on the site has recently
been enhanced by the addition of a library catalogue.
The site is often the initial point of contact for course
participants and potential members,

The Guild's newsletter has been issued to members
throughout the year on its usual publication dates of
March, May, August and November. Contributions
from members are always welcome .

ln conclusion I'd like to thank the 2002/2003 committee
for their support over the past year and I wish the
incoming committee all the best for the coming year.

Ken Dallaston

NEW MEMBERS

! Kee-Huat Chan
) Rosalind Evans
> Phil Guilhot
F Randy & Norma Randall

QTIEENSLAND BOOKBINDERS' GIIILD INC.

ADDRESS: P.O. Box 73, Annerley, Queensland 4103

WEB SITE: www.qbg.org.au EMAIL:qbg@qbg.org.au
FINANCIAL YEAR: Ends 28th February SUBS: Single $25.00, Family $30.00, Country $20.00
MEETINGS: 7.30pm, the 3rd Wednesday of each month except January (unless specified otherwise) at

the Parents' Room, Junction Park State School, Gowrie Street, Annerley, Qld 4103

PRESIDENT: Ken Daliaston 3889 6800 SECRETARY: June McNicol 3848 3774
VICE-PRESIDENT: Kevin Everson 3355 6477 TREASURER: Geoff Wieland 3893 1583
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QUEENSLAND BOOKBINDERS' GUILD I}{C.
NEWSLETTER

Postal Address: P.O. Box 73, Annerley, Qld 4103

Web Site: www.qbg.org.au

Guild Aim: To promote, foster and practise the arts of bookbinding, graphic and kindred arts

PROGRAMME

Unless indicated otherwise, meetings are held at'the
Parents' Roorn, Junction Park State School, Gowrie
Street, Annerley, at 7 .30 pm on the third Wednesday of
each month except January. The room will be available
from 7.00 pm for members to buy supplies and to use

the library.

December 17th,2003 - The famous QBG Christmas
parfy. We will have the popular trivia quiz, door prizes
and refreshments provided by the Guild. Materials will
be on sale but only up to 7.30 pm.

February 18th, 2004 - Materials and Tools. The Guild
sells a variety of materials to its members and has a
number of tools that they can borrow. Kevin Cooper and

June McNicol will describe these various materials and
tools aud where they are best used in the craft of
binding.

March l7th, 2004 - Bookbinding Brains Trust.
Another chance to ask a panel of our more experienced
members your questions on best bookbinding
techniques. Bring along any books you are rvorking on
orjust ask questions.

MONTIILY OPEN WORKSHOP

A reminder that June McNicol holds an open workshop
on the fust Saturday of each month when members are
welcome to work on their own books under supervision.

The Guild's equipment such as the guillotine, the
blocking press and various tools will also be available
for members to use. Workshops are free and run from
9am to lunch. Please let June know, at the latest the day
before, on (07) 3848 3774, if you are coming.

ANNUAL FEES

As advised in the August newsletter, the level of arurual
fees was discussed at the September 17th meeting.
Following a debate on the increased operating costs
beiag experienced by the Guild, the members voted in
favour of setfi:rg next year's annual fees at $30 for
single, $35 for family and $25 for county memberships.
This rise was seen as necessary despite the removal
from the fees of the cost of Morocco Bound (see
below).

Vol.7. No.8
November,2003

ISSN 1035-1817

CIIANGES TO MATERI.ALS PRTCE LIST

Our Purchasing Offrcer, Kevin Cooper, reports that
there have been some necessary changes to the current
price list. The changes are iisted below:

Li:red Jute Boards (2mm) - $3.00 each

L.C.T. Cloth (140cm wide) - $12.00 /mete
English Paring Kaives - $15.00 each
Cotton Tape (12mm) - S1.00 /metre
Reels of Thread (25/3,18/3) - $17.50 each
Hanks of Thread (4ply) - $17.50 each
Kaskad, Evergreen and Teton endpapers - out ofstock

In addition to the published list we now have:
Novalite Cover Material (tone on tone) - $5.00 /metre
Barcel (manufactured leather) Black or Light Green -
S 1.00 /piece
Cloth pieces (various colows and sizes) - $0.50 /piece
2400um Board pieces (230m x 150m) - $0.50 a pair
Thick hemp cord - $2 /mefre (You can split the plies of
the hemp cord if it is too thick for the job at hand.)

TOOLS AND EQUTPMENT

The Guild owns a good selection of tools and
equipment, much of which is stored at 110 Andrew
Avenue, Tanagindi. Some can be used on site and some
can be borrowed for up to two months. The following
are available:

Guillotine - due to safety regulations this can only be
operated by June McNicol but she is willing to trim
anyone's book at any time.

Large blocking press - for use only with the Guild's
type, furninue and quads.

Small blocking press - can be borrowed but without
the type, furniture or quads.

Sets of hand letters and numbers - 16pt York, 22pt
York, 16pt Sans Serif, 5 line and decorative pallets, box
of 24 assorted frmshing tools.

Hand chase

Decorative rolls - 6 different styles.

Sewing frames

Leather paring machine - borrower to provide their
ow:r razor blades.

lnstruction will be given before any of these items can
be borrowed. Contact the Secretary, June McNicol, on
07 3848 3774.
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J Hewit & Sons Ltd
TANNERS AND LEATHER DRESSERS

And Suppliers of Equipment Tools, Materials and
Sundries for all Craft Bookbinding requirements.

NEEDLEWORK, CRAFT AND QUILT FAIR
15th - 19th October, 2003

This Fair just seems to go from strength to strength with
the duration this year increasing from four to five days.

The Guild was one of the non-profit organizations given
free space to promote its cause and was fortunate to
have its exhibit located in a favourable posirion not far
from the enhance to the Quilt display.

As in the past, visitors began streaming in as soon as the
doors opened and continued throughout the enrire show,
coming i:r waves as busloads of ladies arrived from
country areas. Evidently there is no decline ofinterest in
all things "crafry".

Although there was some difficulty filling the roster
which for the fust time involved only two shifts per day,
it was pleasing to see some of the newer members
volunteer. It is hoped they gained something from the

experience and will not hesitate to be part of the action
tn2004.

The Guild received a favourable response from the
general public and, hopefully, some candidates for next
year's courses.

It came as a big surprise to receive the organisers award

for Best Guild Display ... and just when we thought we
were getting a bit jaded. I guess that meaus that we will
have to t'y a bit harder next year.

Fay Dean

GOLD FIMSEING FORBEGINNERS (part 1)

One of the big snrmbliug blocks that new bookbinders
eventually come up against is the decoration of the
bouud book. No matter how beautifully a book is bound
it needs at least a title, usually on the spine. Lack of
tools is usually the fust hurdle and then comes the
technique of decoratiou.

TILING - For a simple case bindiag, titling should be
no problem for members as most cases will fit into the
Guild's blocking press.

The title can be done either onto labels, so that you can
select the best one or, for those with stonger neryes,
straight onto the case before casing in.

For cloth bindings, gold foil is quite adequate but a

word of warning about the cloth. Most foils take well on
'V/interbottom buckram as it has a relatively smooth
surface, but some others are more textured and do not
accept foil so well, particularly with the smaller type, so

it is usually preferable to use a label of smoother
material.

Labels can be made of many materials - cloth, paper or
leather. If the book is bound in buckrarn, a contasting
colour in the same material makes a good label, but as

the cloth is rather thick it sticks up a bit at the edges and
may get rubbed as it is not possible to pare the edges of
cloth as with leather.

For a neater finish, make the label before the case and
make a double spine piece, the inner one i:r the usual
way, and the outer one of card, the same thickness as

the cloth. Cut a "window" where the label is to go,
slightly larger than the label itself aad glue the two
pieces together, When making the case, work the cloth
into the window with the bone folder to make a recess

into which the label will frt. Very thin bookcloth does
not need this precaution.

Paper makes good labels and is a taditional material. It
has the advantage that the edges can be pared if
necessary. Experiment with various types, and to give it
a bit more wear resistance, seal it with a coat of very
thin PVA or with one of the spray paper sealers

available from art shops.

Of course, these days computers provide an infinite
range of types for labels, as rvell as colours. As many
computer inks are water soluble it is essential to seal the
surface to prevent damage.

Leather labels are probably the most satisfactory as

leather biocks beautifully and the edges of the labels are

quite unobtrusive. The leather traditionally used is
skiver, a very thil untexhrred sheep skin. It looks best
on textured covers such as buckarq crash canvas or
grained leather (Oasis). A substitute for this is very
thinly pared kangaroo, obtai:red localiy.

On a very smooth cover, a label with a bit of texture
lools better and can easily be made from Oasis. It must
be pared very thinly, until the follicles show through,
and this is easy using the Guild's paring machine. At
this poht, the leather is more like tissue and is very
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stetchy, so it should be pasted to Japanese tissue to
make it easier to handle.

After blocking, it is usual to outline the label with a gold
line using a pallet, and theu pare the edge away to
l6thing before pasting to the spine.

In the past it was the custom to paste the leather to the
spine, then tool in the title with individual hand tools
and gold leaf. This is still the preferred method for
really top finishers but probably requires more skill and

confidence than the ayerage amateur binder is able to
provide.

The Guild has good supplies of leather of many q/pes

and colours and the blocking press is available to all.

Contact the Secretary if you are interested. The

Purchasing Officer, Kevin Cooper, has supplies of gold,

silver and other coloured foils.

June McNicol (to be continued)

EXCITING PAPER

At the October meeting, Vi Wilson, a talented guiid
member who is an expert in calligraphy, paper marbling
and paste papers gave a riveting demonstration of paste

paper making.

She had brought a large stock ofpaper, coloured pastes,

brushes and tools and her crisp instruclious were

comprehensive and easy to follow. Her infectious
enthusiasm soon spread to members of the meeting and
before long they were queuing up to 'have a go'.

Some older members could remember using this
lgshnique at school, so for those who carurot, it consists
of brushing a wet sheet of paper with a uniform thick
coat of flour paste coloured with acrylic paint available

at newsagents.

Once the paste is smooth and even, the arlist can create
patterns with an assorfment of tools such as a large

toothed hair comb which can be used to make parallel

st'aight lines, wiggly liles, and even fan shapes. Fingers

come in handy for making swirly patterns, aud clothes

pegs can be used to good effect.

After a few minutes, people started to get the hang of it,
sponged large sheets of wet paper flat onto lami:rex
topped tables, and before long the floor was covered
with drying sheets of geomeEic and free form designs.

Vi suggested folding a pasted sheet in two, then pulling
it apart to give a very intr"iguing'mirror image' pattem

suitable for endpapers.

The paper she recommends is Canson Mi-Teintes
(medium weight), Ingres (light weight), Vivaidi (heavy

weight) or cartridge, but there is no reason why a lighter
weight cannot be used. All these are available from art

shops.

Well, having amassed a pile of mulricoloured pattemed

paper, what can you do with it? From a bookbilder's
point of view the sheets can be used for endpapers,

board papers, covering albums, $eetings cards, boxes,
and even, using thin paper, origami

Vi has kindly donated samples of her craft (see left) and

has also provided a sheet of instructions for rraking the

paste and enough tips so that anyone who has not seen

the demonstralion can make a start, slue of success. The

insruction sheet is available on the Guild's web site at

www, qbg.org. ar:/pastepaper.

June McNicol
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MOROCCO BOUND

Morocco Boun4 the joumal of the NSW Guild of Craft
Bookbinders, has been part of our lives since February
1990 and rrany members of the Queensland Guild will
be saddened by the news that this may be the last issue
they will receive.

For some months the NSW Guild have been indicating
that the future of their journal was under consideration
and that various options are being examined. These
include ceasing publication altogether or the production
ofan annual edition instead ofthe current quarterly.

At our September meeting, after discussion about the
journal's uncertain futue, members agreed that the cost
of Morocco Bound would no longer be included in
annual subscripfious and that the Guild would cease to
bulk buy the journal.

It was noted that, should Morocco Bound continue to be
published, members had the option of subscribing on an

individual basis by contacting the editor, Joba Newland.
John's contact details will be found in the current issue.

Ken Dallaston

THE ITISTORY OF THE GLrILD,7977 -2002

The tlpescript of this book is almost complete, but there
is still room for additions. If you have any anecdotes,
experiences or other information you think should be in
it, please let June McNicol k:row as soon as possible.

LABEL MAKTNG

In September Kevin Everson gave an informative
demonstration of label making using his blocking press
which was small enough to bring to the meeting. He
aiso had semq fuishing tools and a decorative roll.

The blocking press was already set up w'ith a li:rotype
title, where each li:re of type is cast as a single uuit, so
Kevia was able to demonstrate easiiy how labels could
be made on a variety of materials using gold foil.

He then showed the use of the finishing tools and ro11
which several members tried and, as usual, found it
wasn't as easy to get perfect results as when done by an
expert.

Anyhow, it was a good introduction to label making and
also blocking in general, and should have encouraged
beginners to try out some of the Guild's equipment.

NEW MEIIIBERS

F Davina Bailey
) Li:rdsay Bradford
) Joba Cassidy
) Denise Fitzpatrick
) Joe Mclaughlin
) Peter Nussey
) Ruth Tyman
) Shirley Watson
) Sarah Werkrneister
) Helen Whan
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